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SNP Alliance Profile Briefing 
Health Plans Specializing in the Care of High-Risk/High-Need Beneficiaries 
across the Nation  

 
The SNP Alliance is a national membership organization 
dedicated to improving policy and practice of MA Special 
Needs Plans (SNPs) and Medicare‐Medicaid Plans (MMPs). 
The SNP Alliance’s 26 members serve over 1.3 million 
special needs individuals in 36 States and the District of 
Columbia.  
 

SNPs 
SNPs are a subset of Medicare Advantage (MA) plans 
specifically authorized and designed to meet special care 
needs of Medicare beneficiary sub‐groups. The plan types 
and subgroups include: 

 Chronic condition SNPs (C‐SNPs): serving persons with 
certain severe or disabling chronic conditions (e.g., 
HIV‐AIDS, chronic heart failure, COPD, mental illness, 
etc.). 

 Institutional SNPs (I‐SNPs): serving persons residing 
in nursing homes or with comparable care needs in 
the community.  

 Dual eligible SNPs (D‐SNPs): serving persons covered 
by both Medicare and Medicaid.  

 Fully Integrated Dual Eligible SNPs (FIDESNPs) and 
Medicare‐Medicaid Plans (MMPs) – which are a 
specific type of D‐SNP and provide both Medicare 
and Medicaid benefits, including long‐term services 
and support. 

While SNPS are regulated, evaluated, and paid on the 
same basis as other MA plans, they are required to 
provide additional benefits and services to their target 
populations and to implement tailored care 
management according to unique Models of Care that 
serve every enrollee.   

Since authorized by the Medicare Modernization Act of 
2003, SNPs have grown substantially in number and 
enrollment. As of February 2017, a total of 583 SNPs had 
an enrollment of over 2.3 million beneficiaries. Total SNP 

enrollment has grown over 60% since 2010. During 2016, 
SNP enrollment grew by more than 117,000 members 
nationwide.  

National SNP Plan #  and Enrollment, February 2017 

SNP Type # of Plans Enrollment

Chronic Condition 
SNPs 

123  328,867

Dual Eligible SNPs
(All types) 

377 
 

1,922,183

Institutional SNPs 83  62,805

TOTAL 583  2,313,855
 Source: CMS SNP Comprehensive Report, February 2017 

 

Plans working with states to integrate Medicare‐
Medicaid benefits for dually‐eligible beneficiaries 

SNP member plans provide extensive service to those 
who are dually‐eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid.  

These individuals may require community long‐ term 
services and supports, behavioral health services, and 
other assistance in order to have their complex needs 
addressed.  

The health plan works to integrate and coordinate the 
two separate programs — Medicare and Medicaid — 
each with different rules governing how plans and 
providers may interact with the beneficiary. 
 

Profile of SNP Alliance  

Each year, the SNP Alliance conducts an annual survey of 
its membership.1  Respondents to the most recent survey 
represented three‐fourths of Alliance members and about 
1.1 million SNP enrollees (N=20). 
 
There were 7 C‐SNPs, 11 D‐SNPs, 10 FIDE‐SNPs, 6 I‐SNPs, 
and 9 MMPs represented in the results. Key findings of 
this report indicate: 

                                                 
1 2016 SNP Alliance Survey data analysis by SNP Alliance, March, 2017.  



 

 Member SNPs serve unique subgroups of 
beneficiaries with more complex health and social 
issues: 
o HCCs‐ looking at high cost, complex chronic 

conditions, SNP enrolled populations show a high 
rate of chronic conditions. 

o Risk Scores ‐ Beneficiaries enrolled in these SNP 
plans had higher risk scores than in the general 
Medicare population. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
o Behavioral health/mental health conditions‐ 

The enrolled population of the SNPs had much 
higher rates of behavioral and mental health 
conditions than the beneficiaries enrolled within 
all Medicare Advantage health plan products.2 

o Wide age variability‐ SNPs disproportionately 
serve the under 65 Medicare subgroup 
population—individuals who are eligible for 
Medicare given their disability. For example, 
43.9% of the D‐SNP plan enrollment was under 
65, compared to just 16% of all Medicare 
beneficiaries nationally. 

                                                 
2 MedPAC June 2016 Data Book; Section 9 “Medicare Advantage.” Figures 
include SNPs in calculations, therefore true comparison with general MA 
enrollment (non‐SNP) would show even greater differences. 

Nationally about 18% of the Medicare population is 
dually‐eligible for both Medicare & Medicaid. Most 
(70%) of these individuals are not in MA plans, but 
receive care through fee‐for‐service payments. 
However, within these member SNPs, from 33% (C‐
SNPs) to 100% (FIDE‐SNPs) were dually‐eligible. 
 

 SNP health plans are managing care despite having 
populations with high complexity and risk scores ‐‐
the great majority of whom are dually‐eligible. 

 
o Inpatient admissions were below expected, as 

compared to fee‐for‐service beneficiaries who 
are also dually‐eligible.  

 
 SNP health plans observe significant social risk 

issues in their populations. 
 
o Health plan care managers who conduct health 

risk assessments for individuals enrolled identified 
the top 5 social risk factors they observe:  

 
1. Low health literacy 
2. Poverty/low income status 
3. Lack of mental health services and supports 

to assist the member  
4. Lives alone or has few social supports 
5. Housing instability  

 
One care manager explained:  

A high proportion of our enrollees have mental health 
diagnoses. They are vulnerable to crises, especially 
when not compliant with medications--and one of the 
common indicators is they become difficult to reach - 
they are evicted from their apartment, kicked out or 
move out of a friend/family home, are confused or in 
a state of panic and their situation is unstable. 

 
 SNP health plans noted challenges with the existing 

performance measures which are skewed to a 
healthier population who do not have extensive 
social risk factors or behavioral health issues. Top 
concerns were: 

1. Measures are not risk adjusted for 
socioeconomic status and social determinant 
of health risk factors, which are prevalent in 
the SNP population. 

2. Existing self‐report surveys of beneficiaries 
are not translated, nor do they 
accommodate diverse ethnic groups, nor 
those without access to a stable address or 
communication technology. 

3. Measures are misaligned across providers 
and plan—quality improvement is hampered. 

 

SURVEY DATA POINTS  

 D‐SNPs collectively reported 69% of enrolled 
population had 1 or more HCCs and 33% had 
3 or more HCCs 

 C‐SNPs reported that 84% of enrolled 
population had 1 or more HCCs and 40% had 
3 or more HCCs 

 
 D‐SNPs collectively reported 1.40 average risk 

score, while FIDE‐SNPs reported 1.63 and I‐
SNPs reported 2.26 suggesting greater 
complexity. 

SURVEY DATA POINTS  
 

 38.8% of the I‐SNP enrollees in member 
plans had a major depressive, bipolar, or 
paranoid disorder compared to just 8.7% of 
enrollees overall in MA plans (including 
SNPs) 
 

 7.6% of enrollees in C‐SNPs had drug or 
alcohol dependence compared to 2.2% 
overall in MA plans (including SNPs). 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


